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OUR RESPONSE

As of Friday, February 19, Airlink has launched a response to
the winter blast event under its North America Regional
Response Plan. As of February 22, Airlink has deployed 6
passengers from NGO partner Opera on BBQ Relief to assist
with mass feeding, thanks to ﬂight support from United
Airlines. The Humanitarian Programs team is in contact with six
other nonproﬁt organiza ons to support poten al response
eﬀorts.
Please reach out to ops@airlinkﬂight.org if your organiza on is
planning a deployment or shipment of supplies.

AIRLINK SUPPORT SERVICES
Flights for Cri cal Staﬀ and Volunteers
Airlink is providing free-of-charge ﬂights to staﬀ and
volunteers suppor ng NGO partner opera ons.
Cargo Flights for Cri cal Supplies
Airlink is suppor ng the humanitarian community
through in-kind and discounted cargo ﬂights into
the aﬀected areas of the southern US where
possible.

THE SITUATION

Winter Storm Uri passed through the US, Canada, and Northern Mexico in mid-February 2021. The storm impacted
over 170 million people, caused blackouts for over 9.7 million people in the U.S. and Mexico, cut oﬀ access to water for
more than 7 million people, and created major weather events including blizzard condi ons and tornadoes throughout
the region. At least 70 deaths have been a ributed to the storm so far.
The storm has dispropor onately impacted unhoused and low-income popula ons who are already food- and
housing-insecure; due to COVID-19, many ongoing recovery projects in the Southern US were delayed or
under-resourced, resul ng in these popula ons becoming more vulnerable to weather events this season.
Logis cs: Due to inclement weather condi ons, ﬂights to airports across Texas and trucking throughout the Southwest
US have been diﬃcult to procure; this has hampered aid distribu on ac vi es over the last week. With temperatures
forecasted to be well above freezing over the coming week, these challenges may abate, allowing aid to come in.
Response Needs: Short-term needs include PPE for essen al workers and those in congregate shelter se ngs, socks,
scarves, hand warmers, blankets, soaps, wipes, toilet paper, snacks, pet food, and bo led water.
Long-term Recovery Needs: As communi es move from response to recovery, signiﬁcant concerns remain regarding
the 2021 Spring Flooding season. Ways to eﬀec vely muck out homes without removing house insula on will be key to
ensuring people can stay home and avoid group shelters. Ul mately, a successful response hinges on the state
governments’ ability to collect accurate damage data, as well as nonproﬁt organiza ons’ ability to adequately meet the
shelter repair needs of millions of homes. Signiﬁcant donated support - via in-kind logis cs and ﬂight support, in-kind
clean-up and relief materials, ﬁnancial support of programs, and volunteers - will be needed in order to quickly carry
out this recovery eﬀort.

RESPONDING AGENCIES

If you don’t see your organiza on listed and are responding, please email ops@airlinkﬂight.org.
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Adven st Community Services
Catholic Chari es USA
Convoy of Hope
Disaster Services Corpora on
Feed the Children
Footprint Project
Good360
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Habitat for Humanity
ITDRC
Opera on BBQ Relief
Opera on Blessing
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Salva on Army
Save the Children USA

●
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Team Rubicon USA
UMCOR
World Central Kitchen

For ques ons related to Airlink’s programma c response, please contact ops@airlinkﬂight.org
To help fund Airlink’s response, please contact Development Director Sandra Walter at swalter@airlinkﬂight.org

